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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

December 16, 2019 

 

PRESENT:  

Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman  

Joseph Sheehan, Vice Chairman 

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

Alfred P. Porro Jr. 

Robert Bamber 

Brian Hachey, Associate Member 

 

Also Present:  

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Alyssa Catalano, Secretary  

 

ABSENT:  

 

Mr. Porro is late 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in Room 24 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood approve the minutes of December 2, 2019, seconded 

by Mr. Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

Approval Not Required Plan- 600 Nichols Street- Assessors Map 11, Sheet 2F, Lot 

1- Susan Colton, Applicant; John Glossa, Glossa Engineering 
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  April 15, 2020 

Mr. Glossa explained the dimensional layout of the property and its compliance with 

applicable Zoning Bylaws for the creation of buildable lots within the S2 Zoning District.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked for Mr. Halkiotis’s opinion. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the ANR plan meet zoning requirements in all the lots and that 

he recommended approval.  

 

Mr. Porro arrived to the Planning Board Meeting. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked, “Where would the house go”? Mr. Glossa explained the house would 

be setback 30 feet from the street.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked what the “zig zagging” was and if it was some wet land? Mr. 

Glossa explained it is the existing property line based on the water easement that shows 

on a lot of the records.  

 

Mr. Porro asked if lot 5 was going to be buildable. Mr. Glossa stated “yes”.  Mr. Porro 

then asked about the lot width requirement. Mr. Glossa explained that lot 5 would work 

based on where they would place a potential house it would meet zoning requirements.  

 

MOTION to approve the ANR Plan for 600 Nichols Street by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by 

Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE: 5-0 motion passed 

 

Continued Public Hearing- Site Plan Approval- McDonalds, 32 Broadway- James 

Cranston, Bohler Engineering 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski introduced James Cranston, Bohler engineering and Christina Pimento 

from McDonalds  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he had a conference call with David Deluca, Town Council and 

council representing McDonalds. The discussion was about where the application stands. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that it did not cover much new ground and that everyone is clear on 

the status of the plan.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Board originally requested to grind down the parking lot and 

repave it. Mr. Halkiotis reminded the board as an alternative the parking lot can be seal-

coated and restriped, which will give it a fresh look and fix the damage. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the recently submitted plan had additional curbing on the 

northern portion of the lot and that the landscaping plan includes additional landscaping 

within three locations of the property.  
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Mr. Cranston explained a little further that they added some plantings that work well with 

the existing pylon sign and that they also added a 3rd area for additional landscaping.  

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that he is glad to see the upgrades.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked about that the existing trees and whether they were there before. 

Cranston explains the trees were added after the Zoning Board raised concerns about 

parking, so they got rid of some parking and added trees.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the applicant would be seal-coating. Mr. Cranston stated “yes”. 

 

Mr. Porro stated that he had no comments at this time. 

 

Mr. Bamber stated that he thinks it has improved and he is glad to hear the seal-coating is 

happening. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the old freezer was being removed. Ms. Pimento stated that 

the freezer was being removed and replaced with landscaping.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked Mr. Halkiotis is there is anything else they should know before 

the vote. Mr. Halkiotis stated that the applicant has responded to the areas of concern the 

Planning Board had identified and that he site meets all applicable zoning requirements.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski checked to see if anything in the public would like to speak, but there 

was no one present. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION to approve the Site Plan for 32 Broadway with the condition to seal coat the 

parking lot by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Bamber  

 

VOTE 4-1 motion passed. Mr. Porro opposed. 

 

Special Permit Decision Review- Denial of Internally Illuminated Signage in the 

Central Business District- McDonalds, 32 Broadway 

 

Mr. Halkiotis presented to the Planning Board a draft of the Planning Board’s decision to 

deny an internally illuminated sign for 32 Broadway.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski questioned if reconsideration could happen. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that if a special permit application is denied it shuts the door on 

the application for 2 years. Mr. Halkiotis then stated that for the Board to entertain 
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reconsideration, the Board would have to find the project had substantially changed 

which would allow reapplication and then the board can vote again.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis suggested  tabling this topic until the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Porro stated that he would like look into reconsideration. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that there was another deadline that if a Special Permit decision 

was not written within 90 days after the close of the Public Hearing then it is 

automatically approved. Therefore, they would need to receive an agreement to an 

extension from the applicant. 

 

Planning Board Business – Department Updates 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that an application for Site Plan Review for townhouses at 429 

Neponset Street would be expects in January. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained the background and ongoing issues with signalizing the 

intersection of Plantingfield Road and Route 1A. Mr. Halkiotis stated that they hope to 

see the intersection signalized within a few years and that it is a cause for concern as 

major growth is expected with Moderna whose headquarters is in the area.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Holmwood.  

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.  

 

Next Meeting: January 6, 2019  

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Community Media. A copy of the tape is 

available upon request.  
 


